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and exchanged views with General G6mb5s, with whom also he was
officially stated to have established a complete understanding. A further
interchange of opinions between the heads of the three Governments
took place in November 1934. On the 6th November General Gombos
had an interview with Signor Mussolini in Rome. The two statesmen
were reported to have examined problems of general policy and
questions relating to economic and cultural co-operation and to have

established the unchanged and perfect community of principles animat-
ing the two Governments and their intention to continue and develop
their collaboration with Austria.

General GOmbos broke his journey in Vienna on his way to Rome
and again on his return to Budapest, and on the 15th November
Dr. Schuschnigg and his Foreign Minister, Herr von Berger-Walde-
negg, left Vienna in their turn for a four days' visit to Rome.
According to the official statement issued on the 19th November,

in these Italo-Austrian conversations, the policy of close understanding
between Italy and Austria . . . was reconfirmed, [and] an examination
was made of the conditions necessary to enable Austria, consolidated
in her political and economic structure and supported by the friendship
of Italy and Hungary, to resume in fall at the earliest possible date
her true historic function as holding the equilibrium between the forces
that converge on the basin of the Danube.

As between the heads of the Austrian and Hungarian Govern-
ments further opportunities for discussion were found before the end
of the year. General GftmbSs was one of Dr. Schuschnigg's guests at
a hunting party in Styria at the end of November, and Dr. Schusch-
nigg and Herr von Berger-Waldenegg visited Budapest from the 13th
to the 16th December. Once again, full agreement was said to have
been reached on the political and economic questions which came
under consideration.

The official communiques which were issued at the close of each of
these conversations were not informative in regard to any conclusions
that were reached on political questions, but the circumstances in
which the conversations took place were themselves an indication of
political solidarity. A visit which Herr von Papen, who was on the
point of taking up his duties as German Minister in Vienna, paid to
Hungary at the end of September 1934, had revived suspicions re-
garding the relations between Germany aad Hungajy. There was
a rumour that General GSmbGs was anxious to act as an intermediary
between Germany and Italy, and the possibility of finding some
solution of the problem of Austro-German relations in the interval
before Germany ceased to be preoccupied with the question of the